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Invoking ‘Invicta’
Patriots show unconquerable spirit, unyielding desire to finish games.
By Alex Scofield/The Almanac
September 5, 2007 
	Wootton Patriots
Coach: Greg Malling (3rd year) 
Impact newcomers: Rashawn Morris, a sophomore cornerback/receiver
What’s different: An offensive line that is quicker, stronger and bigger — at least three Patriot linemen are in the 280-pound range. 
Captains: Wootton doesn’t have captains, but has a leadership council, a group of players chosen by each class to represent the team and meet regularly with the coaches. Wootton’s senior leadership council members are Brendan Ray, John Dillon, Mike Ashe, Dustin Kim, SuYoung Park and Joe Hanacek. 
Alums in college: Greg Smith, Amherst; Andy Rampp, William and Mary 
Early schedule: Sept. 7 at Quince Orchard, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 14 at Walter Johnson, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 20 vs. Whitman, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 28 vs. Clarksburg, 6:30 p.m. 
Web site: www.woottonfootball.com
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Wootton junior Brandon Randolph runs in a preseason practice. 


	

	


Brendan Ray didn’t fear the undefeated Quince Orchard Cougars last year. Despite the teams’ records heading into the game (Quince Orchard was 5-0, Wootton was 1-4), Ray had a feeling the Patriots could win it. They almost did. 
“From the Monday before I knew,” Ray said. “We were just on our game. I don’t think it was anything special.” 
Wootton led Quince Orchard 21-14 in the third quarter, lost the lead, but trailing 35-28, had the ball on the Cougar 20-yard-line when the clock ran out. 
A moral victory? Not to Wootton senior John Dillon. “I don’t even like to think about that game, really,” Dillon said. “I’m incredibly frustrated by it.” 
To Dillon, it was just another loss. Now when coach Greg Malling, Dillon and his teammates invoke the Quince Orchard game, it’s a challenge to one another to become a different team — one that takes the lead over the county’s elite teams and keeps it. “Are you going to fold, or are you going to get the job done?” Dillon said. “We’re going to be finishers.” 

THAT’S JUST WHAT Malling wants to hear. The Patriot coaches wear red T-shirts with the word “Invicta” — meaning unconquered, undefeated, or invincible — on the back. It’s testament to the attitude Malling sees in this year’s Patriot players. 
“I think they are an unconquerable group. I think there’s a certain amount of toughness,” Malling said. There’s a belief among them that something big is ahead. “They see winning and losing totally differently — it’s life and death to the kids.”
The Patriots’ three-year starters include seniors Ray (running back/linebacker), Dillon (lineman) and Mike Ashe (running back/linebacker). They are three of the five Patriot players who went to the Maryland High School Football Coaches Association Junior Combine last March. 
“The fact that we had five people that would even go to that is big,” Malling said. In addition to Ray, Dillon and Ashe, junior linemen Elliot Belzer and Leland Tran also attended the combine. 
“The strength has gone up year after year,” said Malling, and there’s more depth on this year’s squad than in previous years. 
“A lot of it has to do with the sophomore class. There could be four or five of them starting,” Malling said. One of them is Rashawn Morris, a cornerback/receiver. There’s also sophomore quarterback Alex Kelly, who demonstrated a competitive spirit through the offseason and preseason. “The kids feed off him,” Malling said. 
Junior quarterback Mike Mooney also returns, a year after he threw for 1,000 yards. 
Justin Dhyani, a junior running back/linebacker, started last year. “We expect him to be everywhere,” Malling said. Junior wide receiver/defensive back Mike Cresham is another returning starter, as is senior running back/linebacker Jimmy Cockerill. 

TEN MONTHS AFTER Wootton’s near-upset of Quince Orchard, the Patriots will kick off the season on the road against the Cougars this Friday. For Ray, who attended seven football camps this summer, the season has been underway for months. “It began the day after the season was over,” Ray said. 
