Maryland Gazette

http://www.gazette.net/stories/090507/potospo202835_32365.shtml

Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2007

Wootton: Patriots hope to inspire a renaissance
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Senior Brendan Ray will be one of the team leaders for Wootton this season.


If you look at the Wootton football team’s individual 2006 statistics, they’re not bad. Yet the Patriots won only two games for the second straight season.
The problem over the last two years — Wootton is 4-16 since 2005 — hasn’t been lack of football talent. It’s been uniting its individual capabilities together in the same game, and for all four quarters. 

The Patriots return basically all their statistical leaders from 2006 and, playing with a sense of urgency, are determined to make 2007 the program’s turnaround year. 

‘‘We feel we are building a program and the kids know that’s not a one-year thing,” third-year Wootton coach Greg Malling said. ‘‘Sixteen losses in two years is not where we want to be. But these kids are so hungry for winning. We’re trying to change that [negative] mentality surrounding Wootton football. And I feel like the kids have started to do that.” 

Wootton boasts a promising, versatile offense that’s likely to lead Wootton to more than 180 points this year — the Patriots were outscored, 267-180, in 2006. 

Junior quarterback Mike Mooney returns to the helm of Wootton’s attack. He completed 86 of 142 pass attempts for 1,021 yards and 11 touchdowns, throwing only seven interceptions in 2006. And, with more varsity experience and basic knowledge of his position, he should be an even bigger force in 2007. 

Wootton graduated its two leading receivers, but expects junior Matt Paris to step into a more prominent receiving role this year. 

In addition to playing in the air, Wootton has the potential to be effective on the ground. Senior running backs Brendan Ray and Mike Ashe return to the backfield. The 6-foot-1, 215-pound Ray rushed for a team-high 426 yards and seven touchdowns last year. 

Ashe (6-0, 210) spent most of last year dealing with a foot injury — he was knocked out in the third game for five weeks. But, when healthy, he proved he could weave his way through some pretty sturdy defensive lines, scoring two touchdowns on 329 yards. And Wootton will need similar or better numbers from Ray and Ashe this year. 

Wootton’s defense was spotty last year. And, led by Ray, a strong linebacker who led the team with 85 tackles, 12 for losses, in 2006, it’ll need to tighten that up to give itself a chance to win more games. 

The Patriots clearly have their eyes on a more successful 2007. But becoming a winning program isn’t an overnight thing. So, rather than set big, definitive goals regarding season record or playoffs, Wootton has taken a different tack. 

‘‘We want to focus on small, tangible goals,” Malling said. ‘‘We want to control the controllable. It’s more than a win-loss record. It’s about number of workouts, how many times we pass in a game. You don’t have control over so many things, but you do over some things. If we can take care of that, I know it’ll pay off.” 

Patriot-isms 

Head coach: Greg Malling, 3rd year (4-16) 

League affiliation: Montgomery 4A West 

Last year’s record: 2-8 

Last state playoff appearance: 1991 (1st) 

Last state title: None 

Players to watch: RB⁄LB Brendan Ray, RB Mike Ashe, QB Mike Mooney 

2006 results 

Sept. 8 — Walter Johnson (W), 35-14 

Sept. 15 — Gaithersburg (L), 17-7 

Sept. 21 — Whitman (L), 35-20 

Sept. 29 — Churchill (L), 28-14 

Oct. 9 — Richard Montgomery (L) 23-15 

Oct. 13 — Quince Orchard (L), 35-28 

Oct. 20 — Rockville (L), 49-22 

Oct. 27 — Northwest (L), 34-0 

Nov. 3 — Clarksburg (W), 27-6 

Nov. 10 — Magruder (L), 26-12 

2007 schedule 

Sept. 9 — at Quince Orchard, 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 14 — at Walter Johnson, 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 20 — Whitman, 6:30 p.m. 

Sept. 28 — Clarksburg, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 5 — at Northwest, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 12 — Rockville, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 19 — at Blair, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 26 — Magruder, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 3 — vs. Richard Montgomery (at MC-Rockville), 12 p.m. 

Nov. 9 — Churchill, 6:30 p.m.

