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Trojan girls impress at Whitman behind play of Marshall sisters

Vikings boys take revenge in nightcap as Haririnia scores 17 points in 71-53 win

by Joey Sabet | Special to The Gazette

The Marshall sisters, Colleen and Kara, fueled the Gaithersburg girls basketball team Thursday at Whitman, combining for 39 points in the Trojans' 63-47 victory.

The game, rescheduled from Tuesday's weather delay, kicked off a stretch of five games in eight days for Gaithersburg. So coach Adrian McDaniel went to his reserves early and often in an attempt to conserve his team's energy.

The Trojans (13-1 overall, 7-1 Montgomery 4A West Division) led wire-to-wire, but when the starters were in, it was the Marshall sisters who shined.

Sophomore Kara led her team with 23 points, scoring nine in the first 2 minutes of the game and another 10 in the first 4 minutes of the second half. Freshman Colleen finished with 16 and was constantly around the ball in the Trojans' ball-hawking press defense.

"If I'm open, I'll shoot," said Kara. "When you get that feeling, you just gotta go with it."

Reserves Sarah Seipp (11 points) and Neziha Umitli (nine) were key as well; Seipp was the floor leader toward the end and knocked down 5-of-6 free throws late to preserve the win.

Vikings junior forward Susan Marshall led all scorers with 24 points, including two on a spectacular spinning shot on which she was fouled as well. Point guard Caroline Kahlenberg added nine points for Whitman (4-10, 2-6 4A West).

The Trojans are in pursuit of another trip to the state tournament, after falling in the 2006 title game.

"We definitely want it," said the Marshall sisters, "And we have the talent. But we will continue to push ourselves."

"One step at a time," coach McDaniel said. "I told the girls it's a snowball, and we're gonna try and keep it rolling all the way to UMBC."

Whitman boys sweep season series with Gaithersburg

In the Montgomery County 4A West Division, there are five boys teams within two games of each other, so every game in the division is huge.

That trend continued Thursday, as the game between the Vikings and Trojans meant second place behind Quince Orchard. The Vikings came out on top at home, 71-53.

Senior guard Amin Haririnia was the game's top scorer with 17 points; fellow senior and backcourt mate Michael Fowler chipped in 16 points and three steals, going 6 for 7 from the free throw stripe.

"It's like the playoffs right now," said Haririnia. "If we lose a game [in the division] it's a huge step behind."

Whitman's (8-6 overall, 6-2 4A West) zone defense in the second quarter gave the Trojans trouble. Coupled with Gaithersburg's foul trouble throughout the first half, that helped the Vikings open up the lead and they never looked back. Whitman outshot Gaithersburg (7-7, 4-4) 25-17 from the free throw line.

Senior guard Theo Marshall was outstanding again for the Trojans, leading his team with 13 points in a reserve role. Sophomore guard Malcolm Miller led the starters with 10.

Gaithersburg's size didn't seem to affect the Vikings, who had no problem rebounding or getting buckets in the paint, notably Haririnia and Fowler. A big reason for that is the outside shot was falling for Whitman, forcing the Trojans to step out and guard a much quicker Viking team.

The Vikings have now won three in a row in the division, including an overtime victory at division-leading Quince Orchard, and have put themselves in an excellent position down the stretch of the regular season.

"We can't afford to come out flat in these games," coach Chris Lun said. "I think we did a good job tonight of putting this game away against a good team."

