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Seipp makes the plays for Gaithersburg girls

Junior scores 15 in 53-50 come-from-behind victory over Damascus on Friday

by Dan Greenberg | Staff Writer

Gaithersburg's Sarah Seipp can cause headaches for players and coaches alike, including her own. According to Trojans girls basketball coach Adrian McDaniel: "She's doing a better job this year staying on [her feet], but she's usually on the floor."

Upright or not, she's a difference maker.

Seipp led the Trojans in scoring (15 points), rebounds (eight), steals (four) and combined with freshman Deja Rollins to snuff out a last-ditch 3-point attempt in a 53-50, opening-night victory.

A season ago, Seipp was the quintessential sparkplug off the bench. The hustle is still there, but Seipp is now another capable scorer to complement sisters Kara and Colleen Marshall.

"I'm going to try to shoot more," she said. "Kara and Colleen are always out there so they'll always be a huge aspect of the team, but I'm going to try to step in more."

She did just that on Friday, at all the right moments. Through three and a half quarters, the lead changed hands repeatedly, with forward Jessie Kaufman (game-high 19 points, nine rebounds) doing damage for the Swarmin' Hornets while the Marshall sisters (23 combined points) did the heavy lifting for Gaithersburg.

Yet it was Seipp who made the big plays down the stretch, starting with her 3-pointer to tie the game at 48 with just over four minutes left. Moments later, she tracked down a steal and converted in transition to give the Trojans a lead they never relinquished, 52-48. Then, in the final seconds, she and Kara Marshall combined to deflect a pass out of bounds with their team clinging to a 3-point lead.

Just 1.3 ticks remained afterwards, and the ensuing inbounds pass intended for Michelle Mahon (nine points, all on threes) was batted away.

"Sarah's our energy bus," said McDaniel. "She will go in, I don't care how tall you are; she's physical, she's aggressive, and I love that."

Sophomore Kristina Prange added 14 points and five rebounds for the Hornets. Rollins had four steals for the Trojans.

