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Hosts fall in Magruder tournament final: twice

Boys lose close one to Mount Hebron, Clarksburg girls roll

by John Y. Wehmueller | Staff Writer

Clarksburg wins girls championship

Two of Montgomery County's most prolific-scoring guards were on display in the girls final between Magruder and Clarksburg. Colonels junior Amanda Witmer outscored Coyotes senior Tia Johnson, 29-26, but Johnson got to sit out the final minutes of Clarksburg's easy 67-49 win.

"We knew we had a shut down [Witmer]," Johnson said. "If we left her open, it would be a game. They have other players who can score, but not as much as her."

The win brought with it the first holiday tournament trophy in school history, after Clarksburg's girls made a habit of finishing second in their own "Howl-a-day" Tournament in recent years.

It was also the Coyotes' second win over the Colonels (1-5) this month, after a 54-33 victory in the regular season on Dec. 8.

"We're rebuilding; that's kind of known," Witmer said. "We're just looking to set a foundation and work together. We're looking for next year, really."

Witmer scored 62 in the two tournament games, upping her season average to 24.2 points per game. She came out of the locker room red-hot Tuesday, hitting 3 of 4 3-point attempts in the first 4 minutes to account for all 9 Colonel first-quarter points.

The Coyotes (4-3) countered with Johnson, at both ends. She had 13 points in the first quarter, 18 in the first half. She also cooled her counterpart off with man-to-man defense after Clarksburg came out of the zone Witmer exploited early.

Both players feel their points are needed this year after many of their cohorts from last season graduated. Johnson totaled 47 points in the two tournament games and is now averaging 21.9 for the year.

"I knew I could score," Johnson said. "I want at least 20 points a game and a bunch of steals. I knew I had to step up this year because we lost a lot of seniors."

"I try my best, try to be a leader," Witmer said. "Not just for me, but because I love the game. I just try to go out and have a bunch of fun."

In the girls' consolation game at 1 p.m., Holy Child beat Notre Dame (Baltimore), 50-26.

