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Girls Basketball: Inspired GMA effort thwarts VJM

1/29/2009

By RICK WOELFEL

Correspondent

GWYNEDD VALLEY - The teams were struggling through disappointing seasons.

But Thursday’s matchup between Villa Joseph Marie and host Gwynedd-Mercy was not just another basketball game.

The Monarchs took the floor in specially-designed pink uniforms to symbolize the fight against breast cancer. The backs of their jerseys carried the initials “CK” in memory of Carolyn Keen, a Gwynedd-Mercy student who was killed in a car accident in December.

The hosts marked the occasion by playing inspired basketball and led all the way while posting a 47-38 win. It was just the fourth win for the Monarchs in 18 starts and their second in nine Athletic Association of Catholic Academies games.

“I think the fact that it had something to do with Carolyn made everyone want to help out,” said Daniele Mastoieni. “We wanted to do everything we could to help out the effort.”

The Monarchs’ Kathryn Daniels gave an impressive effort on the floor, scoring a game-high 20 points and pulling down six rebounds. Her points came from in close as the Jems (7-13, 4-8 AACA) couldn’t contain her left-handed layup down low.

“I knew what I had to do today,” said Daniel, “and I knew I could get them inside if I got a mismatch.”

Gwynedd-Mercy, which lost to the Jems in December on the day of Keen’s funeral, never trailed on Thursday. Villa Joseph Marie didn’t score for 5 minutes, 11 seconds after the opening tip as the hosts raced to an 11-2 lead.

VJM got hot from outside the arc in the second quarter. Meghan Ledwith and Melissa Van Wert knocked down two 3-pointers each as the Jems tied the game at 22 with 1:08 left in the half.

They didn’t score again for more than five minutes and, by then, they were staring at a double-digit deficit.

“Our Achilles heel has been the start of the second half,” Jems coach Becky Flynn said. “It’s interesting; we could be up by five and come out slow, we could be down five and come out the same way. It’s been hard to figure out.”

Daniels was the only Monarch who reached double figures. She fouled out with 1:50 left in regulation, but the Jems got no closer than seven down the stretch. Ledwith was tops for VJM with 12 points.

On this evening however, the final score seemed almost secondary to a greater purpose.

The Monarchs will wear pink for the final to home games, and Mastoieni, who just turned 18, says the uniforms send a powerful message.

“I think the fact that I am so young and have so much life ahead of me makes (cancer) a scary thought,” she said. “I’ve had family members with breast cancer, so it’s not a far reach. It’s something to actually consider, but it definitely drives home a message.”

Gwynedd-Mercy 47, Villa Joseph Marie 38

Villa Joseph Marie (7-13, 4-8 AACA)

Jennie Quatrochi 3 0-0 7; Lauren Waterson 0 0-0 0; Meghan Ledwith 4 2-2 12; Kate Abe;l 1 2-2 4; Christine Gorrell 0 0-1 0; Melissa Van Wert 3 0-0 9; Suzanne Bierly 2 0-1 4; Carolyne Heston 1 0-0 2. Totals 14 4-5 38.

Gwynedd-Mercy (4-14, 2-7 AACA)

Shannon O’Brien 0 5-8 8; Calli Foley 1 0-0 2; Kathryn Daniels 7 6-7 20; Morgan Sheridan 2 2-2 6; Elizabeth Marbach 3 2-3 8; Daniele Mastoieni 1 1-3 3; Chelsea Wallin 1 0-0 2; Alyssa D’Alonzo 0 1-2 1. Totals 15 17-23 47.

Villa Joseph Marie…………………… 4 18 7 9-38

Gwynedd-Mercy………………….. 11 13 12 11-47

3-point goals: VJM: Van Wert 3, Ledwith 2, Quatrochi

Rick Woelfel can be reached at rwoelfel@phillyBurbs.com.

