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Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2009

Gaithersburg girls team comes from behind with 15-6 run for 14th win of the season

by Jennifer Beekman | Staff Writer

Trojans girls overcome sluggish start

Second-year Gaithersburg coach Adrian McDaniel had a simple question for his girls in the second quarter of Monday's game: he wanted to know if they were going to get focused.

The host Trojans responded with a 15-6 run to erase an 18-12, first-quarter deficit and take the lead for good in their 65-53 win.

Monday's victory put Gaithersburg (14-2, 8-2) back on track after its 10-game winning streak was snapped Friday by Quince Orchard. Northwest fell to 11-4, 6-3 in the division.

"We came out a little slow," McDaniel said. "After the Friday's loss I knew the girls wanted to come out and play but we were a little sluggish at first. But, as I told the girls, all year we got this snowball. Quince Orchard put a dent in it and we continue rolling and bounce back."

The usual suspects: seniors Dyanna Prater (nine points), Kara Marshall (eight), Ka'shauna Cook (12) and Jasmine Jones (eight), made their contributions Monday. But the Trojans' comeback was propelled by strong performances from their bench.

Sophomore guard Sarah Seipp, energy-packed, intense and quick around the court, led all Gaithersburg scorers with 13 points off the bench. Senior Olivia Scott came in to score six, four in the fourth quarter.

"Sarah came in and had a phenomenal game," McDaniel said. "That's what's good about our bench, young girls are coming in and they can keep the tempo of the game. It doesn't matter who I put in, they keep going. And knowing I believe in them, that I'm putting them in, just boosts their confidence."

Northwest senior center Deven Green still put up a game-high 27 points. But Gaithersburg was able to weather the storm.

