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GMA wins one for their fallen teammate

Published: Tuesday, December 30, 2008

By Mary Jane Souder

LOWER GWYNEDD — It had been a tough day for Kathryn Daniels and her Gwynedd Mercy Academy teammates.

Earlier in the day on Monday, Daniels and her entire junior class as well as the basketball team attended the burial mass of classmate Carolyn Keen, who was tragically killed in an automobile accident on Dec. 22.

"It's really hard," Daniels said. "We had a prayer service the day before Christmas Eve, and we had practice that afternoon. Especially for the juniors, it was really hard to get out on the floor and practice with excitement.

"We're a really small school, so we all knew her, and we're all close."

It would have been easy to understand if the Monarchs had been distracted when they took the court to face Wissahickon in the second game of the Trojans' Holiday Tournament, but instead, the Monarchs — wearing the pink ribbons they'd received at Keen's mass on their shoes — played with their hearts on their sleeves, hustling their way to a 26-24 win over the Trojans.

This one was for their classmate and friend.

"We prayed for her in our huddle, we have her on our shoes, and we're keeping her in our prayers every single time we play from now on," Daniels said. "It really helped us come together as a team."

The win, which propelled the Monarchs into today's title game

at 4 p.m. against Souderton, was the first of the season for the Monarchs (1-5), and it didn't come easily.

"I tell them all the time — they'd run through a wall for me," Gwynedd first-year coach John Turner said. "Sometimes it's the wrong wall, but today they ran through all the right ones. I'm really proud of the effort they gave.

"Nothing's ever easy. I told them the first win is always the hardest. We had a couple of tough games, and it's nice to see their effort finally rewarded. They're all heart. They're a great group."

No one better personified the Monarchs' effort than Daniels, who had a game-high 10 points to go along with eight rebounds and four steals.

"She really controlled the boards for us," Turner said. "She's a special player. People in our league don't know about her now, but by the end of the season and next year — they will."

On the other side of the court, coach Jerry Hartman didn't have to look far to figure out what went wrong on a day that saw his team endure a scoreless drought of close to 15 minutes and connect on just 2-of-11 foul shots.

"We didn't shoot the ball well, we didn't hit our foul shots, we didn't play defense well - it's a bad combination," the Trojans' coach said. "We certainly didn't play well enough to win. I have to give them credit. They played hard, and they were the better team.

"I don't know if it was the layoff. We came out okay, but we lost our focus and composure, and we never got it back."

The game certainly started out on a promising enough note for the Trojans, who led 8-0 after Colleen Hinde turned a pass from Anne Bracaglia into and easy hoop. The Monarchs, meanwhile, were struggling.

"On my first three plays, I walked, and then I got taken out of the game," Daniels said. "After that, I forgot about everything and just played to have fun."

The Monarchs got on the board after a bucket by Danielle Mastroieni, but when Bracaglia buried her second trey of the game in the opening moments of the second quarter, the Trojans led 11-2.

That's when the points stopped coming for the Trojans. They did not score again until Katie Vila buried a trey at the buzzer closing out the third quarter. By that time, they trailed 18-14.

"We've always been a defensive team," Daniels said. "It's always harder for us to play offensively.

"As a team, defensively, we all work together, and even when we were struggling on offense, we kept playing together and staying tough, and it helped us on offense."

Daniels scored on a drive to open the fourth quarter, but Vila answered with another trey to make it a 20-17 game.

When Elizabeth Marbach scored on a cut to the hole midway through the quarter, the Monarchs led 23-18. A putback by Wissahickon's Rachel Schaible made it a 23-20 game, and when Vila scored off the dribble, the Trojans had trimmed the Monarchs' lead to one, 23-22, with two minutes remaining.

Shannon O'Brien sank one-of-two from the foul line to give the Monarchs a one-point edge, and after Mastroieni forced a jump ball that gave Gwynedd possession, Daniels buried one-of-two from the charity stripe to put the Monarchs on top 25-22.

The Trojans misfired on a pair of foul shots but a jump ball allowed them to regain possession, and when Schaible scored with 2.8 seconds remaining, it was a 25-24 game. O'Brien was fouled on the inbounds. She sank one-of-two, and a win - the first of the season - was in the books for the Monarchs.

GWYNEDD MERCY 26, WISSAHICKON 24

Gwynedd Mercy (26) - Shannon O'Bren 2 2-5 6, Morgan Sheridan 0 0-3 0, Elizabeth Marbach 2 0-0 5, Danielle Mastroieni 1 0-0 2, Kathryn Daniels 4 2-4 10, Alyssa D'Alonza 0 0-0 0, Caroline Applin 1 0-0 3, Chelsea Wallin 0 0-0 0, Calli Foley 0 0-0 0. Totals 10 4-12 26.

Wissahickon (24) - Anne Bracaglia 2 0-0 6, Rachel Schaible 2 0-4 4, Casey Bill 0 0-2 0, Natalie Draham 0 0-0 0, Colleen Hinde 2 2-3 6, Katie Vila 3 0-2 8, Kristy Ragbir 0 0-0 0. Totals 9 2-11 24.

Gwynedd Mercy 4 5 9 8-26

Wissahickon 8 3 3 10-24

Three-point goals: Caroline Applin, Elizabeth Marbach, Katie Vila 2, Anne Bracaglia 2.

