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Bulldogs wrap up division

Vranis' goal gives Churchill girls soccer 1-0 victory over Gaithersburg Thursday

by Andy MacAlpine | Special to The Gazette

After cruising through its first seven games this season, the Churchill girls soccer team just wanted to survive Thursday night.

With seven girls — including four starters — out with illnesses, the Bulldogs made an early goal from senior Pam Vranis stand up for a 1-0 win at Gaithersburg, clinching the Class 4A West Division championship with five games remaining. It is their first division title since 1997.

"I told the girls I'd rather win ugly than lose pretty," said Churchill coach Haroot Hakopian. "It was an ugly, ugly game. With so many girls out, that was totally a makeshift lineup. But we gutted it out."

Vranis' goal, assisted by Alexis Shay in the game's seventh minute, gave the Bulldogs a quick lead. But a Gaithersburg lineup that had averaged nearly three goals per game prior to Thursday came right back by taking advantage of Churchill's inexperienced midfield. And with 17 minutes left in the first half, Bulldogs starting goalkeeper Nicole Andrews suffered a minor knee injury, giving way to junior Krista Quicker in the net.

"I actually like how we responded to the goal; I think it woke us up," Gaithersburg coach Paul Dowell said. "We did a good job of attacking, and our fitness level is good. We just missed our opportunities. They have the tools; it's just a matter of getting them to have confidence. We're getting there."

The Trojans (6-2) kept pushing throughout the second half, as leading scorers Sarah Seipp and Julia Navarro each got good looks. But long shots like Kristin Kraemer's booming kick from 20 yards away, shots from close range like Navarro's opportunity at the right post, and two corner kicks were all turned away by Quicker and the Bulldogs defense.

"I love our defense," said Quicker, who finished with six saves. "We actually started out kind of slow, but we kept with it and a lot of girls stepped up. Our defense did a great job."

Churchill (7-0) outshot the Trojans 12-8, as Gaithersburg senior Leslie Galfond tallied four saves.

"Our division is so tough; we knew it was going to be a battle," Hakopian said. "They put a lot of pressure on us the whole game, but my hat's off to our defense. I'm proud of them."

