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Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2009

Bulldogs hot out the gate

Churchill girls basketball out to 3-0 start after 71-39 win at Magruder on Tuesday

by Joey Sabet | Special to The Gazette

Every time the Churchill girls basketball team breaks its huddle, it is with a resounding cry of "Never Forget."

Just don't ask what it means.

"That's something that I'd prefer not to go into," said Bulldogs coach Kate McMahon.

Whatever its meaning, the battle cry seems to be working. Churchill is 3-0 to start the season, following a 71-39 thrashing of host Magruder on Tuesday.

"We have a really good inside-outside game and we've played really well to start off," said junior Ashley Nelson, who led her team with 22 points.

Churchill plays with confidence and poise, and doesn't resemble a team that returned no starters from last season and has a first-year head.

Taking a closer look, the team has several players who saw valuable minutes off the bench last year, including Nelson. McMahon was the coach prior to taking the varsity reins.

After the score was tied 2-2, Churchill went on an 8-0 run and Magruder (0-4) was never able to recover. Nelson and sophomore forward Sarafina Arthur-Williams (17 points, nine rebounds) each had six first-quarter points, and the Colonels had trouble with the full-court pressure from Churchill.

"We just have to keep up what we're doing now, practicing hard, and we'll be fine," Arthur-Williams said.

The Bulldogs' active hands on the perimeter made it difficult for Magruder to penetrate and get easy shots, although junior Amanda Witmer was her usual spectacular self.

Witmer finished with a game-high 25 points, adding three steals and three blocks, and put pressure on the Churchill defenders in isolation sets. It was a great individual battle between Witmer and Nelson, who have a bit of a rivalry from their days playing AAU hoops.

Churchill held a 21-point advantage at halftime, and kept its foot on the gas with a 12-2 run to start the third quarter.

Leeda Jewayni was a one-person press for Churchill, netting seven points and two assists.

For the first time this season, Nelson and Arthur-Williams were dominant on the offensive end, something McMahon has been waiting for.

"This is what we expect from those two," McMahon said. "It hasn't been that way this season, but this is the game ... they showed what they can do."

