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Tuesday, Jan. 26, 2010

Springbrook fights off Magruder girls

Despite 27 from Witmer, halftime lead, Colonels lose sixth straight

by Andy MacAlpine | Special to The Gazette

The Springbrook girls basketball team is eager to regain some momentum this season.

After losing three of their last four games, the Blue Devils took a step forward Monday by rallying to beat visiting Magruder, 44-35, behind 19 points from Capree Garner and a defense that held the Colonels to 23 percent shooting from the field.

"We really needed to win after playing a couple of tough games," Springbrook coach Tonya Banks said. "I thought we had more intensity, and we played a lot better on defense."

Magruder (2-12 overall, 0-6 Montgomery 4A East Division) has lost its last six in a row, but was not giving away anything. After trailing by 10 points with 2 minutes, 34 seconds left in the first half, junior Amanda Witmer scored the next seven points on 7-o- 8 shooting from the free throw line. Freshman Jen Gruber even cut the lead to a basket, 20-18, by hitting the second of two free throws 11 seconds before halftime.

Witmer picked up where she left off in the third quarter, getting a 3-pointer to fall and turning a steal into a layup to give Magruder a 23-20 lead with 6:57 to play in the quarter.

"Amanda has been working really hard and showing some great leadership out there on the court," Colonels coach Erin Borsody said. "I thought the girls stepped up to the challenge in a very physical game and maintained the defensive intensity."

It just didn't last as long as Magruder would have liked. Witmer was shaken up when she collided with Cheyenne Brown on a putback that gave the Blue Devils (6-8, 4-2) the lead for good, 26-25, with 3:31 left in the third quarter. With their leading scorer on the bench, the Colonels saw Springbrook knock down back-to-back 3-pointers from Alexis Pollard and Ofelia Heng for a 32-25 lead at the end of the quarter.

Witmer came back into the game for the last 21 seconds of the third quarter and cut the lead to 32-27 32 seconds into the fourth. But Springbrook responded with a game-clinching 12-0 run capped by a layup from Garner with less than 4 minutes to play.

"I think we played a good game; our defense was good the whole night," Garner said. "When they took the lead, coach told us to pick it up and do our best, and we stepped up and got a big win."

In addition to Garner's efforts, which included eight rebounds, Cheyenne Brown scored 13 points and grabbed a game-high 11 rebounds for Springbrook. Witmer finished with a game-high 27 points.
