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Thursday, Sept. 17, 2009

Beven-to-Martinez link leads WJ

Wildcats record overtime field hockey win over Damascus

by James Peters | Staff Writer

Flor Martinez found herself in the right place at the right time not once but twice during the fourth-ranked Walter Johnson field hockey team's 2-1 overtime victory against host Damascus Wednesday afternoon.

The second time came with 2 minutes, 25 seconds left in the extra period and off a punishing shot inside the circle by teammate Georgina Beven during a penalty corner. The ball was initially slowed by stingy Damascus goalkeeper Emma Ratpojanukal, but trickled past her and to a waiting Martinez, who then tapped the ball in for the narrow victory.

The Wildcats improved to 3-0 with the victory; the Swarmin' Hornets dropped to 1-2 following the non-divisional contest.

"I just wanted the ball so badly and I wanted to win for my team so badly," said Martinez, who has scored four goals in her team's last two matches. "I got my stick on it and followed it in the goal. No one was around me."

Beven added, "I didn't think [her initial shot] would go through, but I knew my two teammates would put it in and they did."

The Beven-Martinez hook-up also occurred in the first half. A long hit into the circle by the hard-hitting Beven and a subsequent deflection sent the ball around Ratpojanukal and into an open area in front of the goal, where Martinez smacked it in for a 1-0 lead. That score came roughly 2 minutes into the contest.
"We started out timid and that's when they scored their first goal," Hornets coach Jodi Wagner said. "If we just play the first 2 minutes, it's a different game, but they were definitely a good team. We showed the tenacity and the guts to play with a team like that."

Martinez's first goal certainly seemed to awaken Damascus, which tied the score with 19 minutes, 58 seconds left in the first half on a goal by Amanda Westervelt.

Westervelt carried the ball into the scoring circle where Walter Johnson goalkeeper Marjorie McCurry tried to kick it away. The ball, however, went under her feet. Westervelt kept running, collected the ball and shot into the empty goal.

The Swarmin' Hornets had the better of the play the rest of the half and started the second half with more ball possession but the Wildcats, largely via Beven's big hits, worked the ball down the field and fired off a flurry of shots that were adeptly blocked away time and again by Ratpojanukal to force overtime.

Damascus's Katie Campbell nearly ended the game in her team's favor with about 5 minutes to play in regulation, but her open look sailed just left of the cage.

