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Whitman Knocks Churchill Out of Playoff Contention

by Brandy Simms  11/7/2009
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Friday’s regular season finale in Potomac between 4A West rivals Churchill and Whitman involved high-stakes drama with the winner advancing to the playoffs and the loser facing the possibility of missing the postseason altogether.

Churchill was looking to rebound from a loss to B-CC in week nine while Whitman was beaming after last week’s upset of Seneca Valley in overtime. Both teams knew heading into the game that a Springbrook win would knock the Whitman-Churchill loser out of playoff contention.

“If Springbrook won we could knock Churchill out and everyone wanted that so badly,” Whitman senior running back Kevin Cecala said afterward.

Mission accomplished.

Cecala rushed for a game-high 107 yards on 30 carries and scored two touchdowns to lead the Vikings to a 28-24 road win over Churchill. Meanwhile, Springbrook advanced to the postseason by virtue of their 20-0 victory over Paint Branch.

Whitman had to rally from a 10-point deficit in the second quarter to earn the victory over the Bulldogs.

Zach Raker returned the opening kickoff 60 yards to set up Churchill’s first touchdown, a nine-yard run by quarterback Alex Kantor. Whitman evened the score at seven apiece late in the first quarter when junior quarterback Henry Kuhn connected with Michael Flack on an 8-yard touchdown.

In the second quarter, Matt Cole caught a 22-yard pass from Kantor in the end zone to give the Bulldogs a 14-7 advantage. Later in the period, theChurchill special teams came through when Cole blocked a Whitman punt to set up yet another scoring opportunity for Churchill. Four plays later, Churchill kicker Bryan Crutchfield booted a 24-yard field goal to give the Bulldogs a 17-7 lead with just under two minutes remaining in the first half.

However, Whitman (8-2) responded moments later when Rico Djidotor returned the ensuing kickoff 75 yards for a touchdown to give the Vikings some momentum at the intermission.

The kickoff return was a huge blow to Churchill’s psyche according to Bulldogs’ senior Brandon Swepson.

“We just didn’t play our game after that,” he said.

Whitman took a 21-17 lead after Cecala’s 1-yard touchdown run with 5:32 remaining in the third quarter. Churchill answered on the ensuing possession when Kantor engineered a thirteen-play, 80-yard drive that culminated on Swepson’s 37-yard touchdown reception.

The Vikings regained the lead for good in the fourth quarter thanks to a 2-yard touchdown run by Cecala.

“Kevin did a great job,” said Whitman Head Coach Jim Kuhn. “He’s such a workhorse.”

What was once a promising season for Churchill (7-3) ended in disappointment for the second straight year. The Bulldogs lost their final three games after a 7-0 start. Last year,Churchill also had an opportunity to advance to the postseason but lost to Wootton in the regular season finale.

“Everybody knew what the stakes were,” said Swepson, “but we just couldn’t pull through.”

Game MVP: Kevin Cecala

The three-year varsity player rushed for a game-high 107 yards on 30 carries and scored a pair of touchdowns to help lead the Bethesda school to its second playoff berth in three years.

Game Statistics

Rushing Leaders

Whitman: Kevin Cecala 30-107 (2 TDs)

Churchill: Ryan Quinn 9-31

Passing Leaders

Whitman: Henry Kuhn 14-21-184 (1 TD)

Churchill: Alex Kantor 13-23-195 (2 TDs)

Receiving Leaders

Whitman: Michael Flack 6-43 (1 TD)

Churchill: Brandon Swepson 6-122 (1 TD)

Scoring Summary

First Quarter: Churchill Touchdown, 7-0

Alex Kantor 9-yard run (Bryan Crutchfield kick)

First Quarter: Whitman Touchdown, 7-7

Henry Kuhn 8-yard pass to Michael Flack (Danny Lee kick)

Second Quarter: Churchill Touchdown, 14-7

Kantor 22-yard pass to Matt Cole (Crutchfield kick)

Second Quarter: Churchill Field Goal, 17-7

Crutchfield 24-yard field goal

Second Quarter: Whitman Touchdown, 17-14

Rico Djidotor 75-yard kickoff return (Lee kick)

Third Quarter: Whitman Touchdown, 21-17

Kevin Cecala 1-yard run (Lee kick)

Third Quarter: Churchill Touchdown, 24-21

Kantor 37-yard pass to Brandon Swepson (Crutchfield kick)

Fourth Quarter: Whitman Touchdown, 28-24

Cecala 1-yard run (Lee kick)

