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Fourth Best Game Analysis:

No. 2 Whitman vs. No. 3 Paint Branch (Friday @ 7 p.m.)

In one of the better 4A games this weekend, No. 2 seed Whitman (8-2) squares off with No. 3 seed Paint Branch (8-2).

Kevin Cecala leads Whitman's running backs

Last week Whitman faced a do-or-die game against Churchill and they survived, 28-24. The week before they took down Seneca Valley in overtime, 16-13. Can they pull the trick three weeks in a row? Their recent history suggests they can. Whitman is used to playing in tight, pressure-packed games. Seven of their 10 games have been decided by six points or less, including each of their last five. Better yet, Whitman has been on the winning end of five of those seven games.

However, the playoffs are unfamiliar territory for the Vikings. They didn't make the postseason last year and have been only once since 2004 (they lost in the first round to Quince Orchard in 2007). But this year's team is a veteran squad with two key cogs on offense to lead them. Running back Kevin Cecala is coming off back-to-back 100- yard games and has rushed for 850 yards and nine touchdowns this season. Quarterback Henry Kuhn loves to air it out; he has thrown for 1,358 yards and 11 touchdowns against only six interceptions. Kuhn's top target is sophomore receiver Mike Flack, who has hauled in 38 balls and eight touchdowns.

On defense, the Vikings have been effective despite starting a number of underclassmen. Connor Gordon, Tony Atkinson, Jeff Schaefer, Zach Yamamoto, Jeff Gruen and Mikey Stevens join veteran holdovers Sassen Najed, Ameed Nsouli, Yit Akyuz, Danny Lee and Larry Kline in holding opponents to 12 points per game.

Paint Branch had a brief foray in the top 25 rankings before falling flat last week against Springbrook. Their offense, which had been scoring over 25 points per game, was shut out for the second time this season. Dynamic running back Bene't Willis, who has rushed for 872 yards and 12 touchdowns this year, was held to just 33 yards. Quarterback Tracy Martin, who is completing less than 50 percent of his passes, was just 6 for 15 with two interceptions last week. Look for Martin to get into a rhythm with defensive mismatch Ivan Tagoe against Whitman. Tagoe already has 11 touchdowns this season, and at 6-feet, 205 pounds is a major threat in the red zone.

Before last week's 20-point blunder, Paint Branch's defense had given up just a single touchdown in each of the last four games. A prime matchup to watch? Paint Branch's senior defensive back Torian Henderson against Kuhn.
