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Titans' football earns improbable triumph

Tuscarora comes back from 20 down to nudge Middletown

By Darren J. Gendron | Staff Writer

The Tuscarora High football team made a stirring comeback to beat host Middletown High, 21-20 in Friday's Monocacy Valley Athletic League non-conference contest.

With only 11 minutes and 32 seconds left to play in the game, the Knights took what seemed to be a commanding 20-0 advantage, the final score of last year's game between the two schools.

Instead of succumbing to the same fate, the Titans (3-1) put together back-to-back-to-back touchdown drives to take control of the game.

Tuscarora junior running back Charlie Myers scored on a 13-yard dash, then senior quarterback Josh Marshall threw a 15-yard touchdown to Myers to bring the Titans to within six points. Marshall's 11-yard scoring toss to senior wide receiver Tyler Henry tied the game at 20-all with 34 seconds left in the contest before junior Zach Kirk booted the winning extra point kick.

"I wasn't letting that [loss] happen again," Marshall said. "The team did everything we asked of it tonight. This win is all about the team effort."

Tuscarora head coach Dean Swink had made it clear to his team that the Middletown game was a "make or break" situation, and the Titans were dangerously close to breaking when Middletown senior running back Koby Cavanaugh (106 yards rushing) rumbled through the visitors defense for a 3-yard touchdown and a 20-point lead. The Knights' point-after-touchdown miss was only an afterthought.

"We've been struggling and trying real hard to never give up, never surrender," Tuscarora head coach Dean Swink said. "I was [very] close to pulling everyone out [of the game]."

Tuscarora didn't score on that ensuing possession. Instead, the Titans turned the ball over on downs 12 yards short of the end zone. But when the Titans recovered a fumble on the next play, they were granted a second life in the red zone. And that's when Myers got his second chance in the game.

"I had some bad penalties, my head was out of the game," Myers said. "My dad wasn't too happy because I wasn't getting any carries. I was mad at myself because I was doing nothing to help the team."

Myers got back on the field by asking to serve as a blocker for his fellow running backs. He eventually earned more attempts to run, scoring on his very next carry.

"I knew we had to do something, we had to get our heads back in it," Myers said.

The Titans' defense then picked up the challenge, forcing the Knights (2-2) to punt after three downs. Tuscarora then preyed on a bad snap to the Knights punter, putting the ball at midfield. Marshall covered most of the ground in three passes, connecting with senior Tyler Henry, junior Devante Jones and Myers in order, using up just 1:13 of game clock.

"This was the best [game] of my career," said Marshall, who finished with 17 completions on 37 attempts for 221 yards. "It doesn't matter what my stats were, that was the best game I ever played."

The defense then got the Titans the ball back on the 50. Marshall was sacked twice, but a 26-yard pass to Myers negated those losses. He completed 5-of-7 attempts for 56 yards in that final drive.

Middletown attempted one final pass downfield, only to have Tuscarora senior defensive back Cameron Anderson snag an interception.

The Knights had dominated the first three quarters of the game. Middletown finished with 200 yards rushing, which dialed down the need for senior quarterback Sam Glushakow to pass. On the rare times that Glushakow did throw, though, big things happened, like a 7-yard score to senior Will Lyons. Glushakow also had a 1-yard touchdown run.

Cavanaugh carried the bulk of the offense, grinding out 106 yards on 24 carries.

Defensively, Middletown almost completely denied the run, allowing only 94 yards on 30 carries.

Tuscarora senior Jordan Clayton had 65 yards receiving on four catches, while Henry six catches for 60 yards.

