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QO makes the plays

Tonelson's fourth-quarter interception seals Thursday's 24-20 win over Whitman

by Kent Zakour | Staff Writer

The Quince Orchard football team held on to edge Whitman, 24-20, behind a stellar defensive play Thursday night in Bethesda.

With 30 seconds remaining in the game and the Vikings (2-1 overall, 2-0 Montgomery 4A West Division) driving for the winning score on the Quince Orchard (3-0, 2-0 Montgomery 3A) 26-yard line, Cougars senior inside linebacker Danny Tonelson made the signature play of the game.

As Whitman junior quarterback Henry Kuhn dropped back to pass, Tonelson read the quarterback's eyes and stepped directly into the path of the ball.

"We had cover 2 on one side and cover 3 on the other," Tonelson said. "I just got my middle drop and the ball was within reach and I put all I had into it. … I wish it didn't have to come down to that big play because we had plenty of chances to stop them earlier. I'm just glad we got out of here with a win because they are really good football team."

Added Cougars head coach Dave Mencarini: "We can take a breath because we were lucky tonight. We made plays when we needed to make plays on offense and defense. [Tonelson] has been making plays for two years and when your kids believe and they fight through adversity, good things seem to happen to good teams."

The game did not start well for the Cougars, as Whitman controlled the clock and pace. Following a punt, the Vikings went 92 yards in six plays on their opening drive, capped by a 64-yard bomb from Kuhn (15 of 23, 209 yards, 3 touchdowns, 2 interceptions) to junior wide receiver Rico Djidotor with 4 minutes, 19 seconds remaining in the first quarter. The extra point was missed.

Quince Orchard responded to take a brief 7-6 lead with 7:49 left in the second. Junior quarterback Drew Murphy (16 of 20, 252 yards, 2 TD) connected with senior tight end Tyler Magill in the end zone from 2 yards out and Harry Long's extra point was good.

Three plays from scrimmage later, Kuhn connected with sophomore wide receiver Michael Flack for a 30-yard touchdown strike. Senior running back Kevin Cecala (19 rushes, 72 yards) ran in the 2-point conversion for a 14-7 advantage.

The fireworks continued two plays later, as a Murphy pass to wide receiver Pernell Brantley, who turned a short pass into a highlight reel 74-yard touchdown, tied the game at 14 with 5:56 left until halftime.

Long hit a 26-yard field goal just before the half following a successful surprise onside kick.

Whitman took the opening second-half kickoff and ground out 70 yards in 9:57, capped by Kuhn's 4-yard touchdown pass to Flack.

But Quince Orchard struck back again less than 3 minutes later on a 3-yard Ben Sasu (22 rushes, 57 yards) plunge for the final score. The final tally was set up by a 43-yard Karim Jones reception.

"We showed we could match the intensity to come up and play with the big guys," said Whitman head coach Jim Kuhn. "We had our shot at the end [and it] just didn't quite work out. It takes us a little longer to score and they hit big plays tonight. We had the ball for almost all of the third quarter, but they bounced back immediately. We preach to our kids to stay out of big play."

