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Potomac Sports Briefs: Whitman Beats Churchill, Earns No. 2 Playoff Seed

Wednesday, November 11, 2009

For the Whitman football team, another win in another close game meant the Vikings were postseason bound. For Churchill, a third consecutive loss meant winning its first seven games wasn’t enough.

With their seasons hanging in the balance, Whitman defeated Churchill 28-24 Friday at Churchill High School. The win secured Whitman (8-2) the No. 2 seed in the 4A West playoffs. The loss left Churchill (7-3) on the outside as the fifth-place team in the division standings.

The Vikings will host No. 3 Paint Branch (8-2) a 6:30 p.m. Friday.

"It’s great," Whitman head coach Jim Kuhn said of making the playoffs. "It was one of our goals. … It’s a good accomplishment."

Whitman running back Kevin Cecala scored the game-winning touchdown on a 2-yard run with 6:52 remaining in the fourth quarter. The Vikings forced a Churchill punt on the ensuing possession and ran out the clock.

A 25-yard field goal by Bryan Crutchfield put Churchill ahead 17-7 late in the second quarter, but Whitman’s Rico Djidotor returned the ensuing kickoff 87 yard for a touchdown to pull the Vikings within three with less than two minutes remaining in the first half. Whitman opened the second half with a drive consuming more than six minutes, and took the lead on a 1-yard Cecala touchdown run.

Churchill grabbed the lead back on a touchdown pass from Alex Kantor to Brandon Swepson, but Cecala’s fourth-quarter touchdown was the difference.

Cecala rushed for two touchdowns and more than 100 yards.

"We did a good job of blocking up front," Kuhn said.

Whitman’s first touchdown came on an 8-yard pass from quarterback Henry Kuhn to Michael Flack in the opening quarter.

Seven of Whitman’s 10 regular season games — including the final five — were decided by six points or less. The Vikings went 5-2 in games decided by a touchdown or less, winning four of the final five.

"It’s good experience for our kids," Jim Kuhn said. "We’ve been in those pressure situations."

Churchill started the season 7-0 before being shut out by eventual top-seed Sherwood on Oct. 23. The Bulldogs were upset by Bethesda-Chevy Chase the following week before closing their season with Friday’s loss to Whitman.

Kantor completed 14 of 24 passes for 205 yards and two touchdowns against the Vikings. He also rushed eight times for 27 yards a touchdown.

Swepson caught six passes for 120 yards and a touchdown, and Matt Risk caught three passes for 34 yards and a score. Ryan Quinn rushed nine times for 31 yards.

Brett Schweitzer led Churchill with nine tackles.

