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Northwest catches a break

Team's first win, 40-26 over comes two days after coach's suspension

by John Y. Wehmueller | Staff Writer

The Northwest football program has caught plenty of bad breaks lately. It has caught some heat, as well.

The Germantown crowd caught its collective breath with 1 second remaining in the first half against Bethesda-Chevy Chase Thursday. And junior Detrick Hoes — well, he caught a football.

The Jaguars' 40-26 win over the Barons was the first positive thing to happen to the team since last spring. That, too, might never have happened if not for a play the school's athletic director, Jim Tapley, immediately characterized "one of the biggest in school history."

B-CC (0-3 overall, 0-1 Montgomery 4A West Division) kicked two field goals in the final 2 minutes of the first half to pull within 7-6. With 11 seconds remaining, the Barons kicked to Hoes, who returned the ball 35 yards to midfield, where he was tackled with exactly 1 second remaining in the half.

"We've got so much speed, but this guy right here (Hoes), he's one of the fastest receivers in Montgomery County," senior quarterback Jarrhett Butler said. "There was no looking around the field, I was going to him all the way."

Butler lofted a pretty ball 30 yards downfield toward Hoes, but B-CC quarterback Casey Fitzgerald, playing defense for the only time all night, was step-for-step with him. Fitzgerald laid out, and the pass deflected off his shoulder pad and hung in the air.

"I was turning around, and I saw the ball in the air, nothing but pitch black," Hoes said. "The ball popped up off his shoulder, and I just focused. All we do in practice is tip it to each other."

Hoes snatched the ball out of midair and raced into the end zone for the momentum-turning touchdown. Northwest (1-2, 1-1) scored on its opening possession of the second half, to make it a two-possession game, and more or less maintained that cushion throughout the second half.

For good measure, Hoes added another touchdown on a tipped pass in the second half, this one a near-interception by B-CC junior K.C. Cotting. Butler finished with 212 yards on 13 of 21 passing, and added a rushing touchdown.

Running back Hassan Dixon carried 21 times for 144 yards, 134 in the second half.

Fitzgerald passed for 118 yards for B-CC, and ran for two scores.

The game was played in the aftermath of Northwest head coach Mark Maradei's suspension, pending an investigation into an alleged incident of "pushing or shoving" a player, said Montgomery County Public Schools spokeswoman Kate Harrison.

Assistant coach Kevin Tehaan took over as interim coach on Tuesday.

"This is just another thing we have to fight through," Butler said. "It just made us practice harder [Tuesday] when we found out [about Maradei's suspension]. We had a bad day of practice the day before, but we had a great week of practice to make up for it."

Northwest's off-field woes began in April, when rising senior linebacker David Katembwe was arrested for armed robbery. He has since been convicted of the crime.

Shiane Dixon, age 12, was killed in a car accident on June 29. Dixon was a track and field athlete and the younger sister of senior running back Hassan Dixon. Just over a week later, on July 6, sophomore defensive back Edwin "Dek" Miller died after collapsing during a conditioning session four days earlier.

The Jaguars are wearing two black helmet stickers this season, one saying "Dek" in block letters, the other "Shiane" in script. Northwest, ranked fourth in The Gazette's preseason Power Poll, suffered upset losses in each of its first two games.

"That first game, with Dek, there was too much emotion," Butler said.

Hoes added, "We were letting our emotions affect us individually. We were letting the emotions out in the wrong way."

The school is expected to conclude its investigation of Maradei early next week. Neither Butler, nor Hoes, nor Tehaan professed to know what to expect.

In the meantime, the team will go back to practice early Friday afternoon with Tehaan at the helm, Quince Orchard on the horizon next Friday and one win under its belt.

"That catch was a huge momentum boost," Tehaan said. "Things did not go our way in the first two games. Tonight, it was nice to finally see some balls bounce our way."

