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MONTGOMERY COUNTY PREVIEW

CLASS 4A EAST DIVSION

BLAIR BLAZERS

Last Year: 5-5 overall, 1-4 league, fifth place

Coach: Jeff Seals, fifth season (13-27)

State Tournament Appearances (record): None

Keep An Eye On: Alex Ebber. The quarterback led an offense that averaged 22.4 points per game last season – a major reason why the team won five games after going winless in 2007.

Key Storyline: Are the Blazers ready to move into the county’s middle tier? The team graduated more than 20 seniors from last year’s squad that had won just eight games the past three seasons. But there’s optimism considering the returning players have experienced more success than their predecessors.

MAGRUDER COLONELS

Last Year: 4-6 overall, 2-3 league, fourth place

Coach: Shawn Prather, first season

State Tournament Appearances (record): 5 (8-3)

State Titles: 1984 (B); 1986 (A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2007, lost in the first round of the Class 4A West Region Tournament.

Keep An Eye On: Prather. He has plenty of work to do considering his offense averaged just 15.8 points per game and his defense yielded an average of 24.5 last season.

Key Storyline: Who will replace Karim Jones? The talented receiver transferred to Quince Orchard, leaving Prather will a major void to fill. It will be the first of many questions he’ll face this season.

PAINT BRANCH PANTHERS

Last Year: 6-4 overall, 5-2 league, third place

Coach: Mike Nesmith, third season (13-7)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 6 (3-5)

State Titles: 1975 (B)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2000, lost in the first of the 3A state tournament

Keep An Eye On: Ivan Tagoe. The 6-foot, 205-pounder is expected to see time at running back, receiver and defensive back for a team that finished four points shy of making their first playoff appearance in eight years. Tagoe amassed a combined 400 yards rushing and receiving and made 43 tackles and three interceptions on defense.

Key Storyline: Can the Panthers get over last year’s heartbreak? The Panthers ended their season with a 24-21 loss to Damascus to fall one win shy of making the playoffs. But this season, the school’s increase in enrollment moves elevates it into Class 4A, a league where they have a better shot at making the postseason. The team also features senior quarterback Tracy Martin, threw for 674 yards with nine touchdowns and rushed for 418 yards with seven scores.

RICHARD MONTGOMERY ROCKETS

Last Year: 1-9 overall, 1-5 league, sixth place

Coach: Jeremy Lott, second season (1-9)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 5 (3-4)

State Titles: 1981 (A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2005, lost in the semifinals of the 4A West Region Tournament

Keep An Eye On: Receivers Jonathan Mensah and J.P. Hoover. After being the favorite targets of graduated quarterback Andre Brown (1,876 yards, 13 TDs), the duo must provide leadership for a team that averaged just 12.1 points per game last year.

Key Storyline: Will the Rockets be improved defensively? The Rockets gave up nearly 40 points per game last season, including 178 the last three weeks of the season in losses to Sherwood, Wootton and Quince Orchard. It the Rockets are to soar to the middle of the pack, the defense must give the offense a chance to win games.

SHERWOOD WARRIORS

Last Year: 14-0 overall, 6-0 league, won league, 4A West Region and 4A state titles.

Coach: Pat Cilento, first season

State Tournament Appearances (record): 14 (24-11)

State Titles: 1995 (4A); 1996 (4A); 2008 (4A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2008

Keep An Eye On: Andy Estrain. The All-State kicker is among the region’s best. He made all 69 of his PATs and all seven of his field goals with a long of 33 yards.

Key Storyline: How effectively will Cilento replace the legenday Al Thomas? Sherwood’s title last year punctuated Thomas’ illustrious career. He is the only coach to lead three schools – Damascus, Seneca Valley and Sherwood – to a state title and his eight titles tie him for first place in state history with Bob Milloy, who is the head coach at Good Counsel. Cilento has a daunting task considering the Warriors will have to defend their title after graduating quarterback Zach Splain (35 TDs, 4 INTs) and defensive stars Thomas Huff and Steven Gamble.

SPRINGBROOK BLUE DEVILS

Last Year: 6-4 overall, 3-3 league, third place

Coach: Rob Wendel, fifth season (23-17)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 11 (21-6)

State Titles: 1979 (AA); 1980 (AA); 1981 (AA); 1985 (AA); 1988 (4A); 1989 (4A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2003, lost in the first round of the Class 4A West Region Tournament.

Keep An Eye On: Eric Freniere. The transfer from Paint Branch will replace the graduated Phoenix Butler-Poole and lead an offense that averaged 24.3 points per game and returns senior Mitchell Pollard and Chris Tolbert.

Key Storyline: Can the Blue Devils put last year behind them? Springbrook controlled its destiny to make the playoffs entering the final three games of the season. But losses to Northwest and Whitman by a combined five points made their season-ending victory against Blair meaningless in the postseason race. The Blue Devils return plenty of key players, including linebacker Percy Addo, linemen Errol Brewster, Malike Smith and Ray Vernet and defensive backs Devon King and Devon Pestano, who are eager to make up for last season’s letdown.

CLASS 4A WEST DIVISION

BETHESDA-CHEVY CHASE BARONS

Last Year: 2-8, 1-6, tied for last

Coach: Rich Noland (first season)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 1 (1-1)

State Titles: 0

Last Postseason Appearance: 1995, lost in the semifinals of the Class 2A state tournament

Keep An Eye On: Noland. He takes over for Joe Allen, who led the Barons to just four wins in two seasons combined. Noland will try to give the football team an identity at a school known for its success in field hockey and boys’ and girls’ soccer during the fall season.

Key Storyline: How far away are the Barons from contending? The Barons likely would have a much better record if they competed in another county. But they are in a league that features three teams – Damascus, Quince Orchard and Seneca Valley – who have combined to win 21 state titles, so progress likely will be measured in baby steps.

CHURCHILL BULLDOGS

Last Year: 6-4 overall, 4-2 league, third place

Coach: Joe Allen, first season, third season overall (4-16)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 11 (15-9)

State Titles: 1976 (AA); 1977 (AA)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2004, lost in the title game of the Class 4A West Region Tournament

Keep An Eye On: Allen. The former Bethesda-Chevy Chase coach takes over for Greg Neuendorf to lead a team that entered the final two games controlling its postseason destiny, but missed the playoffs after losing to Seneca Valley and Wootton by a combined 19 points. It will be up to Allen prevent his team from fading down the stretch, as it did last year when it finished season with three losses in four games.

Key Storyline: Is Churchill good enough to contend? The Bulldogs should be in the mix in a league that is among the state’s best. But to make the playoffs, they’ll have to succeed in a region that is the state’s best, as Sherwood, Quince Orchard and Northwest

have all won a state title in the past five seasons.

GAITHERSBURG TROJANS

Last Year: 6-4 overall, 4-1 league, second place

Coach: Kreg Kephart, 10th season, (64-34)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 13 (18-10)

State Titles: 1986 (AA); 1992 (4A); 2000 (4A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2006, lost in the title game of the Class 4A West Region Tournament.

Keep An Eye On:Axel Ofori. The 5-foot-11, 180-pounder started the season at safety, but was moved to running back and rushed for more than 550 yards. On defense, Ofori, who has scholarship offers from several Atlantic Coast Conference schools including Maryland, Boston College and Virginia Tech, made five interceptions.

Key Storyline: Does Gaithersburg have enough talent to contend in the state’s toughest classification? It appears so. The Trojans return five starters on both sides of the ball and should be formidable at the line of scrimmage with linemen Jonathan Cortez, Jason Akinseye, Wilfredo Aviles, Ryan McHenry. Quarterback Zack Fetters should be well-protected as he tries to get the ball to receivers Sean Combs Chris Westphal and Simba Gwashavamhu.

NORTHWEST JAGUARS

Last Year: 6-5 overall, 5-2 league, lost in the first round of the 4A West Region Tournament after finishing second in the league

Coach: Mark Maradei, first season, fourth overall (17-13)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 7 (7-6)

State Titles: 2004 (3A)

Last Postseason Appearance: 2008

Keep An Eye On: Ali Tolson. The 6-foot-3, 225-pound junior will see time on the offensive and defensive line this fall after making 26 tackles last year. Tolson, who was a freshman when it reached the state semifinals before losing to county rival Sherwood, will be counted on to dominate the point of attack.

Key Storyline: Which Northwest team will show up? Will it be the team that has reached the playoffs in two of the past three seasons? Or will it be the team that ended last season with a crushing, 38-3 loss to eventual-champion Sherwood in the first round of the playoffs. With the return of senior quarterback Jarrhett Butler (1,234 yards, 10 TDs) and running back Hassan Dixon (1,026 yards, 14 TDs) to lead an offense that averaged 21.6 points per game, the Jaguars are positioned to erase last year’s sour ending.

WALTER JOHNSON WILDCATS

Last Year: 1-9 overall, 0-6 league, last place

Coach: Jon Kadi, first season

State Tournament Appearances (record): The Wildcats have never made the postseason.

Keep An Eye On: Kadi. He replaces Tom Mulholland and become the next coach who will try to do something that no coach before him has: Consistently win at a school known mostly for its outstanding academic programs. Kadi inherits a team whose 40-15 victory over Poolesville last season ended a 36-game losing streak.

Key Storyline: How much improvement can be expected? Sure, the Wildcats allowed an average of 28 points per game and averaged 17.8, but they had a chance to win most of their games. Walter Johnson, which will be led by running backs Ryan Davis and Michael Pitsenberger, lost six games by 13 points or fewer, and four by no more than eight points. 

WHITMAN VIKINGS

Last Year: 4-6 overall, 2-4 league, fifth palce

Coach: Jim Kuhn, fourth season (15-16)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 4 (1-4)

State Titles: 0

Last Postseason Appearance: 2007, lost in the semifinals of the 4A West Region Tournament

Keep An Eye On: Henry Kuhn. The coach’s son takes over for Anthony Young Wiseman, a two-year starter who graduated last spring. Kuhn threw for nearly 400 yards and five touchdowns in the final two games of last season, which included a victory over Springbrook. He’ll be complemented by the return of running back Kevin Secla and receiver Larry Kline, and he’ll be protected by an offensive line that includes junior Connor Gordon, sophomore Jeff Schaefer, senior Ameed Nsouli and senior Yit Akyuz.

Key Storyline: Will experience equal success? The Vikings returns more than 15 starters, making them one of the county’s most experienced teams. The Vikings, however, scored more than 14 points just twice last year and allowed 23.4 points per game.

WOOTTON PATRIOTS

Last Year: 7-4 overall, 4-2 league, lost in the semifinals of the 4A West Region Tournament.

Coach: Greg Malling, fifth season (16-25)

State Tournament Appearances (record): 5 (2-5)

State Titles: 0

Last Postseason Appearance: 2008

Keep An Eye On: Alex Kelly. The standout safety is the likely candidate to replace quarterback Mikey Mooney, who guided the team to its first postseason appearance since 1991 last season

Key Storyline: Is Wootton more than a one-hit wonder? Last fall, Wootton made its first postseason appearance since George W. Bush’s daddy was in the White House. But the team will have to continue its success without star receiver Stephane N’goumou  (71 catches, 1,015 yards, 9 TDs), who is playing for Iowa, and Mooney, which could prove to be a difficult task.

