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Thursday, Sept. 17, 2009

Magruder football strikes early and often

Richard Montgomery overwhelmed by the big play

by Joey Sabet | Special to The Gazette

Richard Montgomery's nickname is the Rockets, but it was the Magruder football team that was explosive on Wednesday night.

After the Rockets went three-and-out to start the game, Troy Williams caught the punt at his own 40-yard line, made two moves and shot like a cannon through the coverage team to the end zone, giving the Colonels the 7-0 lead; they never looked back en route to a 41-6 shellacking.

The win gives Magruder (2-1, 2-0 Montgomery 4A East) what it hopes is momentum going in to a showdown next Friday at its chief rival, Sherwood.

"It's like the battle for Olney," said Magruder running back Marquis Morgan. "They're our main rival."

Morgan, along with most of the Colonels first-team, didn't play in the second half. He still finished with 100 yards on 12 rushes with two touchdowns. One of those was the first play of the second quarter, a 17-yarder where he broke two tackles and took a vicious hit, only to shake it off and waltz to the end zone.

After stifling the Rockets (0-3, 0-2) on their second possession, the Colonels' first offensive play from scrimmage was a 58-yard perfect strike from senior quarterback Griffin Eldridge (3 of 5, 106 yards, 2 touchdowns, 1 interception) to Kendall Talbert, giving Magruder a 14-0 lead after having the ball for a total of 19 seconds.

Two Morgan touchdowns plus another Eldridge scoring toss ? a 23-yarder to Williams ? gave Magruder a commanding 35-0 halftime lead and started the running clock with the second-half kickoff.

"The timing was right on those plays; we just came out prepared," Eldridge said. He played only two series after halftime.

Richard Montgomery was never able to get into a rhythm offensively, and scored its touchdown after Division I recruit Thomas Bradley (4 receptions, 29 yards) picked off backup quarterback Garland Owens and returned it to the Magruder 9 yard line. Bradley then caught a 5-yard touchdown pass from Brennan Karem (8 of 13, 86 yards, TD).

But Magruder drove right back down the field, capped off by Ryan Khosrofian's 8-yard scamper for the final score of the game. The Colonels threw a total of twice in the second half; one was the Bradley interception.

For Magruder head coach Shawn Prather, the win is one he wants his team to savor ? for now.

"Enjoy it tonight, come ready to work tomorrow," he said in the post-game speech to his team.

"This is an exciting win; we're 2-0 after a tough loss to Damascus," Prather said later. "We just wanted to come in and play hard … play disciplined, be physical and see what we can get out of it."

