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Lee, Gruen Clutch in Whitman’s 2OT Victory

Churchill football upset by Bethesda-Chevy Chase.

Wednesday, November 04, 2009

After Seneca Valley scored a touchdown in overtime Friday, it appeared the Whitman football team would be on the short end of a close game for the second straight week. Seneca Valley needed only to make the ensuing extra point to win.

"We were all kind of holding our breath," Whitman coach Jim Kuhn said. "All you have to do is kick the extra point and we’re done."

But the Vikings weren’t done, as junior Jeff Gruen blocked the extra point, keeping the score tied at 13 and sending the game into double overtime.

"It was a big momentum lift," Kuhn said of the block.

After a defensive stop, Whitman’s Danny Lee kicked a 26-yard field goal to give the Vikings a 16-13 victory in the heat of a playoff race.

Kuhn said the Vikings struggled in the kicking game earlier in the season. But Lee had a strong offensive and defensive performance against the Screaming Eagles, Kuhn said, so the coach decided to go with the hot hand.

"Kicking it was our best option," Kuhn said. "It all just worked out."

Seneca Valley faced fourth-and-goal from inside the Whitman 1-yard line during its possession in overtime No. 2, but Lee stopped the Screaming Eagles short on the fourth-down play.

The win improved Whitman to 7-2 overall. The Vikings are in a third-place tie with Churchill in the 4A West division, with the top four teams making the playoffs. Whitman travels to take on Churchill at 6:30 p.m. Friday in the final week of the regular season.

A win over Churchill would assure Whitman of a playoff spot. If Whitman loses, the Vikings would need Springbrook (6-3) to lose to Paint Branch (8-1) in order to make the playoffs.

Whitman’s Kevin Cecala rushed 32 times for 121 yards and a touchdown against Seneca Valley.

"He carried the load," Kuhn said.

Henry Kuhn completed 5 of 22 passes for 45 yards. He also scored on a 1-yard run.

