http://www.gazette.net/stories/09052009/montspo84532_32564.shtml

Saturday, Sept. 5, 2009

Gaye leads the way

Sophomore shines in debut as Einstein defeats Richard Montgomery in four overtimes

by Kent Zakour | Staff Writer

He may not be recently-departed Malcolm Crockett, but Einstein running back Keith Gaye opened some eyes in his varsity football debut Friday night.

The 5-foot-9, 150-pound sophomore ran for 177 yards and three touchdowns, including the game winner, as the Titans defeated visiting Richard Montgomery, 32-26, in four overtimes.

"I never imagined [a first start] like this," said Gaye, who found out he would be the feature back after Crockett transferred to Friendship Collegiate in mid-August. "But I've been looking to have a starting position for awhile, [to] run the ball and score."

In the fourth overtime, Einstein stuffed Richard Montgomery on a fourth-and-goal from inside the 1-yard line as Rockets quarterback Brennan Karem was stopped short of the end zone.

Three plays later, Gaye scampered off the right tackle from 3 yards out for the winning score as Einstein students, players and coaches stormed the field.

"The play was going to the right and [fullback Desmon Ellis] blew up the linebacker," Gaye said. "I saw the hole [and] ran it in. Desmon and my line were pretty good tonight."

Added Einstein head coach Mike Bonavia: "Keith had a heck of a game and I think he's in a pretty good system. Hopefully he can solidify his role and be a great back in the future here. He runs hard and has good field vision."

The game might have been decided in regulation if not for Einstein defensive back Devante Wilson. With just under three minutes remaining in the fourth quarter, Wilson intercepted a Karem pass in the end zone with the Rockets just 16 yards away from the winning score.

Following the turnover, the Titans went conservative and played for overtime, with the score tied at 12.

"The kids showed perseverance," said Bonavia. "They didn't quit when they could have. Whenever we needed a stop, the guys rallied. We made a lot of mistakes, but I'll take it. We will have to build on this for next week against Kennedy."

Gaye opened the scoring mid-way through the second quarter with a 16-yard touchdown run, but John Hilderbrand's extra-point attempt was blocked. Not to be outdone, Rockets wide receiver Thomas Bradley returned the second-half kickoff 83 yards to tie the game, but senior Jonathan Mensah's PAT attempt was blocked as well.

Behind the strength of running back J.P. Hoover (30 carries, 166 yards, one touchdown), Richard Montgomery seemingly gained control, as the senior scored the go-ahead touchdown early in the fourth. But on the ensuing possession, Gaye tied the game on four carries for 58 yards.

The teams traded touchdowns and two point conversions in the first extra session. In the second overtime, both found the end zone, but their PATs failed.

Both teams failed to score in the third overtime, as Richard Montgomery fullback Rachide Ibrahim fumbled out of the end zone and Einstein was unable to capitalize on their possession.

Einstein quarterback Bobby Stouffer finished 9 of 13 for 76 yards and two touchdowns while Ellis led all receivers with six receptions for 51 yards and a touchdown.

