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Cecala, Whitman Defense Step Up and Deliver

By GamedayMD - Gameday Maryland Staff

October 17, 2009

Written by: Kyle Wannen

ROCKVILLE, MD - Early in the third quarter of their game against Gaithersburg, Walt Whitman football coach Jim Kuhn called a reverse for his senior wide receiver Larry Kline but it went for no gain.

Trailing by one point with one minute and 19 seconds remaining Kuhn went back to Kline with the same call and this time he streaked through a gap for a 13-yard touchdown run which gave the Vikings (6-1) the lead. Whitman stopped the ensuing drive by the Trojans (2-5) for a 12-7 win.

"They were really overplaying one side when we were showing motion," Kuhn said. "It just felt like the right play in the right place. Thankfully we got some great blocking for Larry and he was able to sneak in."

The game started off with tough defense by both teams. Gaithersburg forced a three-and-out on the first series and then Vikings linebacker Mike Stevens sacked Trojans quarterback Zack Fetters on fourth down to stop Gaithersburg in the red zone.

After three-and-outs by both teams, Whitman took over the ball on their own 46 yard line to begin the second quarter. Senior running back Kevin Cecala broke off runs of nine and 20 yards to get the Vikings into the red zone.

On fourth-and-two from the four, Cecala ran behind the left tackle and over one Trojans defender on his way into the end zone. The extra point was blocked.

"I was kind of upset I didn't score the on the play before that," Cecala said. "I really like running between the tackles in the red zone especially when I can use my power and just try to bulldoze someone."

Cecala, a senior captain, missed the previous two weeks with a back injury and just returned to practice this week.

"I actually had my first practice in about two weeks," Cecala said. "I was able to practice so the coaches gave me a chance. I'm pretty much fully healed. Being sidelined is one of the worst things ever especially when it's my senior year."

"It was huge to have him back in the lineup," Kuhn said. "We've been banged up and it's affected our flow out on the field. Getting guys like Kevin back make us a tougher team especially now late in the season."

With just over six minutes remaining in the quarter, the Trojans got consecutive sacks from defensive linemen Jason Akynseye and Virgilio Torres to force a punt. The punt was short and bounced right to Axel Ofori as he dropped back to block.

Ofori scooped the ball and returned the ball all the way to the 10-yard line. Ofori also led the Trojans in rushing before leaving the game midway through the third quarter with a knee injury.

On third and goal, Fetters found wide receiver Sylvester Oni in the back of the end zone for a score. Kicker Sean Combs put the extra point through as Gaithersburg took a 7-6 lead into halftime.

"Our offense really sputtered and stalled after that first touchdown and our defense really stepped up," Cecala said. They would have had a shut out if not for punt return. Thanks to the defense we were able to win."

Whitman's offense had two turnovers in the second half as wide receiver Michael Flack fumbled after a reception and quarterback Henry Kuhn threw an interception with just over seven minutes remaining.

On Gaithersburg's drive following the pick, they faced fourth and inches from their own 45. The Vikings came hard up the middle to force back Fetters for a four yard loss on a quarterback sneak to get the ball back for their offense.

Stalled in the red zone, Kuhn decided to go to one of his senior captains and called Kline's number again. He ran right through blocks from his tight end and right tackle and then evaded one defender to dive into the end zone. The two-point conversion was no good.

"I was a little nervous because it hadn't been working but it was there," Kline said. "Coach kept setting it up and I got good blocking. Tight end Danny Lee gave me a great block. I was excited to see that big seam open up and I wasn't letting that last guy stop me."

Gaithersburg made it interesting as Fetters threw to wide receiver Simba Gwashavanhu four times for 73 yards to get to the 19 yard line but could not convert on fourth down which effectively ended the game.

"Fortunately our defense stepped up and stopped them on that drive," Kuhn said. "We were holding on for dear life. It was a tough game and we kind of squeaked by."

PLAYERS OF THE GAME:

Kevin Cecala- Walt Whitman running back

Returned after missing two weeks for his first game action on the team's second drive. Cecala ran for 97 yards and a score on 21 attempts while constantly hitting seams with a head of steam. The senior captain showed no ill-effects from his injury as he was the most dominant offensive player.

Sylvester Oni- Gaithersburg wide receiver/defensive end

The wide out only caught two balls for four yards but scored the team's only touchdown. On the defensive side, he was able to get a solo sack and then combined with a teammate for another sack as his team brought down the quarterback five times.

THE GAME WAS OVER WHEN:

With 10 second left Gaithersburg quarterback Zack Fetters threw a wide receiver screen on fourth and 10 from the 19 yard line but the ball skipped through his receiver's hands for a fumble that rolled out of bounds. The lack of the first down turned the ball over back to Whitman.

INSIDE THE NUMBERS:

Rushing Yards:

Whitman - 28 for 121

Gaithersburg - 33 for 141

Passing Yards:

Henry Kuhn (WW) - 9/18 for 118 yards and1 INT

Zack Fetters (GB) - 7/18 for 79 yards and 1 TD

Stat Leaders:

RB Kevin Cecala (WW) - 21 rushes for 97 yards and 1 TD

RB Alex Ofori (GB) - 13 rushed for 85 yards and one big punt return

