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Cecala, Flack Lead Whitman to 29-16 Victory

By GamedayMD - Gameday Maryland Staff

September 5, 2009

BETHESDA, MD - The Walt Whitman Vikings and Northwest Jaguars both entered the 2009 season as deep experienced teams ready to compete for playoff spots in a wide open 4A division. Only one of these teams was able to walk away Friday night believing they are on the right path and the other will have to go back to the drawing board.

Host Whitman came out blazing and never looked back as they beat up on a Northwest team predicted by many to be among the elite in Montgomery County. A 29-16 final score only told part of the story as Whitman scored first and held a 29-0 lead with less than five minutes left in the game. Two late touchdown passes by Jaguars senior quarterback Jarrhett Butler created the allusion of a tight game that was not all that close.

Whitman opened up the game with a deceptive onside kick recovered by receiver/defensive back Craig Fraser at the Northwest 46 yard line. Whitman Coach Jim Kuhn then dug into his bag of tricks calling for a running back option pass for sophomore Michael Flack, just overthrowing his wide open receiver Craig Fraser who would have easily gone in for the touchdown.

The risky call and miss did nothing to slow down the Viking attack as they moved the ball down the field with ease behind counter plays to senior tailback Kevin Cecala and rollout passes from junior quarterback Henry Kuhn. Kuhn did a fine job all night of attacking the line of scrimmage on his rollout pass options making the Northwest defense come up to stop him running before he would unload a pass to his plethora of receivers.

Cecala setup a first and goal from the five yard line on a counter play led by the key blocking of tight end Jeff Gruen, when a scary moment for the Jaguars occurred. Starting safety and receiver senior Alieu Nyass lay on the ground in pain halting the game until an ambulance arrived to carry the injured player away. Nyass has reportedly broken his ankle and will need surgery to repair the injury.

The loss of Nyass was another crushing blow to Northwest, a program that has already been dealing with tremendous tragedy all offseason. As if losing Nyass wasn't enough the team had already lost sophomore kicker Ian Cottrell to a broken leg earlier this week and has been dealing with the effects of losing a teammate and a player's sibling earlier this summer.

Northwest Coach Mark Maradei pointed out, "The kids tried to suck it up, I don't have an answer, tried to get their minds focused, but losing Alieu, he's not just one of our best players, he is one of our leaders. It's tough."

Whitman also lost their starting receiver senior Larry Kline early on in the first quarter with a hamstring injury and did not return.

On the first play after the long injury break, Whitman's running back Kevin Cecala punched in his first of three rushing touchdowns on the day from six yards out to give his team the early 7-0 lead.

Whitman attempted another onside kick unsuccessfully giving Northwest solid field position, but the Jaguars could not move the football. Two running plays to star senior tailback Hassan Dixon netted zero yards and a third down pass by Butler was nearly intercepted by defensive end Connor Gordon.

The two teams traded possessions until Whitman was again able to put a drive together behind the tough inside running of Cecala, and roll out passing game led by quarterback Henry Kuhn. Cecala finished off the drive with a strong run up the middle breaking a tackle at the line of scrimmage, cutting hard to the left and diving into the endzone on a twenty yard run to push the Whitman lead to 14-0 with two minutes left in the opening quarter.

Both teams would go three and out to end the quarter and the score would remain 14-0. As penalties and ineffective running slowed the Northwest offense in the second quarter, Jarrhett Butler took a chance down the middle of the field that sophomore safety Michael Flack intercepted. He raced down the sideline cutting in and out of hustling Jaguar lineman for a 44 yard touchdown return to push the lead to 20-0 after a botched snap on the extra point attempt.

"I tried to read the quarterbacks eyes, we were in a cover 3 and he (Butler) overthrew his receiver by a few yards. I caught it and the rest of our D did a great job blocking," explained Flack.

Whitman finished the half as it started, smothering running back Hassan Dixon and the Northwest attack and moving the ball effectively on offense culminating in a one yard touchdown run by Cecala with less than two minutes left in the half. After a failed two point conversion Whitman would lead 26-0 going in to the lockeroom.

The second half began with a solid effort from the Jaguar defense stopping Whitman on a three and out to set up a 35 yard punt return by Northwest junior running back/defensive back Troy Anderson. Anderson's punt return would give Northwest great field position at Whitmans 29 yard line and a chance to get back in the game, but it was not to be.

After five consecutive running plays inside the tackles to running back Hassan Dixon and moving the ball to the Whitman 15 yard line, two incompletions in a row on 3rd and 4th downs would give the ball back to the Vikings and spell the end for the Jaguars.

One more long drive eating clock by the Vikings would set up a successful 33 yard field goal attempt for kicker Danny Parris to push the score to a 29-0 Whitman lead.

Two late touchdown passes in the 4th quarter from Jarrhett Butler to junior Detrick Hoes and Eric Frye respectively, and two point conversions run in on both by Hassan Dixon would pull the score closer, but it was not nearly enough as Whitman would finish victoriously in a 29-16 battle of 4A powers.

"Things came together for us tonight. Our guys kept it coming, kept the emotion. Kevin (Cecala) ran hard, showed why he is a three year starter. Craig Frazier really stepped up and played outstanding after Larry Kline couldn't play," Coach Kuhn noted.

Kevin Cecala reflected on why Whitman was so successful, "Everything just clicked. Henry (Kuhn) is real good at recognizing defenses so he would audible if they loaded the box. We practiced real well, but we got beat a bit in a couple of our scrimmages, so we knew we were better than that and we wanted to show we were better."

One of the keys to the game was Whitman's ability to deal with the havoc causing 3 man front 5 linebacker formation that Northwest uses on defense and the other key was not allowing big plays from running back Hassan Dixon .

Tight end/defensive end Jeff Gruen explained, "We worked for three weeks on blocking the three man front and on defense we kept working on contain contain." The Whitman players were able to translate both aspects from the practice field to the game field exceptionally well.

PLAYMAKERS OF THE GAME:

Kevin Cecala- Whitman Running Back

Cecala ran downhill all game making short gains out of nothing and creating longer runs behind a solid blocking offensive unit. He led all players with 150 yards rushing and 3 touchdowns all in the first half before resting much of the 4th quarter.

Hassan Dixon- Northwest Running Back

Dixon is a big play threat every time he touches the ball due to his outstanding speed. Unfortunately for the Jaguars, almost his entire yardage came as the game was all but over. Dixon did rush for 75 yards and made some outstanding plays as a receiver out of the backfield in the 4th quarter.

Several times in the final two Northwest drives Dixon broke outside for 20+ yard gains, with only solid team defensive pursuit by Whitman keeping Dixon from going the distance.

