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What We Learned in the Summer League

by Marc Bastow 7/21/2010

Seeing as how I have a little time between last night’s semifinals and tomorrow’s final in the MCRD summer league playoffs, it might be a good time to take a step back and think about what I’ve learned during the summer season.

Wheaton, Einstein and Watkins Mill can all be very, very good next season.

Watkins Mill is in a rebuilding mode, and may be ahead of schedule. Tyvon Grant, Darnell Henson, Kevin Brooks and Rashard Budd give coach Jason Tringone a solid core of players to start the season. Coming up from the 13-4 junior varsity are guys like Daryl Brown, Justin Meade, Torez Rhea, and R.J. Hall, all looking to contribute on the varsity come November. Prospects are looking up for the Wolverines.

Wheaton had a great summer, and if I had to predict two breakout stars for next year, they would be Aaron Murray and Malik Wilson. What an intriguing pair these guys can be in the frontcourt. Murray is a leaper with skills, while Wilson is a more refined skills guy around the basket. Throw in a deadeye jump shooter like Isaiah Hills, and the Knights have three potent scoring threats.

Einstein can, and should, make some big noise next year. They are a senior laden team with talent in abundance. Prince Blake is one of the best guards I saw all summer, and Andrew Sheffield one of the most talented forwards. They are deep at guard, with Mike Simba and Keith Gaye, and have several bangers in the middle for rebounds. If, and it is a big if, coach Ken Bunker can get them all on the same page for an entire season, they will be a force.

Churchill, Whitman, and Wootton have some solid pieces in place for next season.

Churchill lost Jake Eskin, but gained Jordan Bass and Sam Edens. Their frontcourt with Thomas Geenan, Kyle Edwards, and Sam Edens will compete well every night. But the team will go as far as Will Lewis can take them with his shooting. Lewis is another breakout star for next season, one of the best shooters around during the summer season. Lewis is also a fierce defensive force, and brings the energy to the Bulldogs every game. Coach Matt Miller has to work to make all the pieces fit, but they are in place.

Whitman lost a tremendous amount of talent from last year’s team, but as always the cupboard is not nearly bare for coach Chris Lun. While the Vikings had a “nice” summer run, they played without the services of two critical players: Daniel Voigt, and Michael Flack. Both should be back for the winter season to go along with Bryan Joel, James Dionne and Connor Vergara, providing Lun with more than enough pieces to continue his successful run at Whitman.

Wootton coach Chris Bohlen will rely heavily on James Wallerstedt and Kyle Welty for scoring, and Andrew Craig, Connor Tendall (who did not play much of the season to concentrate on golf), and Taariq Elliott for depth and experience. Bohlen will need the further emergence of John Gillick to get the Patriots back to contention and add a critical piece to his team.

Quince Orchard may need some time to gel.

The Cougars have solid mainstays in Joey Portney, Joey Fierstein, and Ben Kelly; they also have great young talent in Charles Porter and Myck Miller. As always, coach Paul Foringer has a bench full of substitute roll-players eager to hit the floor and wreak havoc on the defensive end. But the Cougars will need to find a way to blend all those parts together. All this came naturally to last year’s team, which featured a core of players who were in the system and played together for years. The chemistry over the summer was just a little bit off though nobody’s fault. The Cougars have the talent to stay on top, but they will need for one of the seniors to take charge of the team and carry them.

Magruder is back with a vengeance.

Magruder will provide Springbrook with the sternest test as they work towards a fourth straight Maryland 4A state championship title. Is Springbrook still loaded? Absolutely. But Magruder looks every bit as strong at every position. Jake Epps and Nick Griffin are a year older and a year stronger; they are playing with an energy and confidence you did not see in the winter. Joe Emerusabe and Edusei Forkkio are athletic, smooth finishers, and quick defenders. Markus Davis has come alive in a supporting role off the bench, and Luke Ruland, all 6’7” of him, is getting better game by game.

And they have Garland Owens, who for my money was the best player of the summer. Owens is explosive around the basket, and a smooth shooter out on the perimeter. He rebounds and defends with a passion, and is the kind of player that can take over when necessary, or when he just feels like it is the right thing to do in the game.  Owens gets Magruder over the top on the rest of the field, at least in the summer.

So there you have what I learned. Did I get to see every game, and every team? Unfortunately not, as there are only so many nights available. But I did see enough to get me excited about a season still four months away? Absolutely.

What did you think of the summer season? Who did you see play that I missed? Let me know!

