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Sherwood girls overwhelm rival Magruder

Colonel boys still unbeaten after win in early game

by Hunter Pavlik | Special to The Gazette

The Sherwood girls basketball team built a huge halftime lead Friday and coasted to a 56-33 win against rival Magruder behind a team effort.

Nine different Sherwood players scored, led by Katie Ruth's 15 points, 13 of which came in a dominating first half that the Warriors (8-4, 3-2 Montgomery 4A West Division) led, 34-7.

The Warriors used a combination of stifling defensive pressure that created more turnovers than points allowed, and a strong inside game on the offensive end to build the early cushion.

Magruder tied it in the opening two minutes on a pair of free throws, and then was overwhelmed by Ruth, who had nine points in the first three minutes, and Sherwood's man-to-man defense that kept the Colonels on the perimeter.

"We wanted to play some good man-to-man," Sherwood coach Sandi Williams said. "And that man-to-man gets that momentum going."

After leading 19-6 at the end of the first, Sherwood's defense only allowed one point in the second as Magruder (1-11, 0-5) struggled to hang onto the ball and went only 1 of 4 from the free throw line in the quarter.

Despite the deficit, Magruder came out with new life in the second half, and took advantage of Sherwood's switch to a zone defense. Janelle Brown, who led the Colonels with 12 points, hit three 3-pointers to trim into the Sherwood lead.

"We cleaned up those turnovers [at the half] that we needed to do and focused on the offense a little more," Magruder head coach Erin Borsody said. "And we were going in with intensity that third quarter."

After trailing by as much as 29, Magruder cut the lead to 13 on two free throws by Brown with six minutes to go in the game. But Sherwood recovered quickly, switching back to the man-to-man, and finished the game on a 12-2 run.

"We don't want to shoot outside if we can go inside first. And I think in the third quarter we got away from that," Williams said. "One pass, quick shot and we weren't getting that weak side rebound."

Kendall Thomas added 12 points for Sherwood, and teammate Meghan McDonald had seven.

The Magruder boys (12-0, 5-0 4A East) beat Sherwood, 59-44, earlier Friday to remain undefeated. The game was originally scheduled to tip at 7 p.m., but was moved to 5:15 p.m. after the winter break. Sherwood (4-8, 3-2) led, 26-25, at the half.

