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Gaithersburg's Fetters Leads MocoSportsFan All-Star Team

by Marc Bastow 11/18/2010

With the regular season now well in the rear view mirror, MocoSportsFan is pleased to unveil its First Annual All-MocoSportsFan Football Team as announced last nigh on the Gameday All-Access Coaches Show. It is always difficult to chose "the best" players in the county primarily because it is impossible to see every team, and therefore every player, in action during the course of the season. The choices made for the All-Star team, and for the Most Valuable Player, are based primarily on those players who I have watched play at least one time, and on discussions with other Montgomery County writers and coaches familiar with other players around the county.  Let's get started:

Most Valuable Player: Zach Fetters, Gaithersburg. This might've been the toughest category and decision, however in a game of statistics, Fetters led the way in so many categories he was hard to bypass. As a passer in the Trojans prolific air game, Fetters completed 64% of his passes, racking up 1,985 yards and 25 touchdowns. Fetters also finished the season as the Trojans leading rusher with over 500 yards and another 12 touchdowns. Throw in 10 interceptions as a defensive safety, including another 2 touchdowns, and Fetters accounted for 39 touchdowns on the year. His leadership is unquestioned on and off the field, and he is the primary reason the Trojans are 10-1 and headed to their first regional final game since 2000.

MVP Honorable Mention: Connor Frazier, Damascus. As one coach recently told me, "every time they (Damascus) needed a drive, Frazier made the plays," and there is no doubt that he is among the very elite players in the county. Frazier completed an incredible 70% of his passes, threw for 19 touchdowns, and was only intercepted one time all season. Frazier exhibited all the leadership intangibles asked of a senior during the season, in some cases simply willing his team to comebacks and wins. This one was a very difficult call. 

Coach of the Year: Rich Noland, B-CC. Noland took over a program that had gone a combined 4-16 in the prior two seasons and immediately made an impact last year with a 4-6 record. This year Noland fashioned his team in the off-season by working towards shortening the playbook, but making sure execution was the key. Deep into the season Noland once again made a critical move to help the team, when he changed quarterbacks. His team responded with a 6-4 season, playing into the last night of the season for a playoff berth. B-CC's effort in that last loss to Gaithersburg was a microcosm of Noland's effort to change the program from perennial sub .500 status into a perennial playoff contender.

Honorable Mention:

Jon Kadi, Walter Johnson

Eric Wallich, Damascus

Greg Kephart, Gaithersburg

All-MocoSportsFan Offense:

QUARTERBACKS:

Zach Fetters, Gaithersburg

Connor Frazier, Damascus

Honorable Mention:

Cole Ahnell, Walter Johnson

AJ Pignone, Sherwood

RUNNING BACKS:

Crusoe Gongbay, Rockville: Gongbay led the entire Washington area in rushing with 2,132 yards, and Montgomery County in touchdowns with 33.

Devon Pestano, Springbrook: Despite missing one game, Pestano finished with 1,353 yards and 15 touchdowns.

Honorable Mention:

Rayshawn Taylor, Wheaton

Eddie Cunningham, Seneca Valley

Mark Green, Quince Orchard

WIDE RECEIVERS:

Michael Flack, Whitman: led the county in receptions with 57

Earvin Anumgba, Paint Branch: led the county in receiving yards and touchdowns (12)

DeAndre Cooper, B-CC: averaged over 25 yards per reception

Honorable Mention:

Joel Ross, Damascus

Simba Gwashavamhu, Gaithersburg

Zach Bradshaw, Damascus

TIGHT END:

Jeff Gruen, Whitman: 25 receptions, 241 yards and 1 touchdown

Honorable Mention: Sean Winner, Damascus

OFFENSIVE LINE:

Jeff Schaeffer, Whitman

Michael Chiang, Quince Orchard

John Stoeser, Quince Orchard

Grant McCarthy, Sherwood

Ben Killion, Wootton

DEFENSIVE LINE:

Bernard Wolley, Seneca Valley

Ben Rockwood, Gaithersburg

Billy Brown, Gaithersburg

LINEBACKERS:

Alex Twine, Quince Orchard

Lance Toomer, Sherwood

Nick Pugh, Damascus

Honorable Mention:

Marcus Newby, Quince Orchard

Nick Magas, Damascus

Joey Carswell, Sherwood

DEFENSIVE BACKS:

Brandon Phelps, Damascus

Trey Cunningham, Seneca Valley

Alex Cole, Sherwood

Matt Sherman, Quince Orchard

SPECIAL TEAMS:

KICKERS:

Jake Ryder, Sherwood

Harry Long, Quince Orchard

RETURNERS:

Solomon Vault, Gaithersburg

Michael Begley, Sherwood

Game of the Year:

Damascus 27 Quince Orchard 23 (Week 2-9/10/10)

This was the highest quality, highest level of play game I saw all year. Both teams played to their maximum effort and skill level for the entire game. Joel Ross announced himself to the county with two lightning-bolt long touchdowns, and Connor Frazier took over the game in the fourth quarter to bring Damascus back from a 9-point deficit, scoring the last of his three touchdowns with just under three minutes remaining in the game to give the Swarmin' Hornets the lead. The game ended with an untimed down that gave the Cougars one last chance to score; the last play pass actually bounced off a Cougar receiver's hands before falling to the ground incomplete. A jump-start to Damascus' undefeated season, and a game the Cougars felt they should've, maybe could've won. 

I'm sure the choices will create some controversy, so please weigh in with comments and suggestions.

Tomorrow: Regional Final Previews and Predictions

