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Flack Leads Whitman to Postseason

Churchill quarterback Keita shines in defeat.

By Jon Roetman

Wednesday, November 10, 2010 

In need of a boost early in its regular season finale, junior Michael Flack found a way to get his hands on the football. And when the Vikings were clinging to seven-point lead late in the fourth quarter, Flack was there to make a play.

Assuring its spot in the postseason, Whitman defeated Churchill 21-14 at home on Nov. 5, thanks in part to Flack, who put the Vikings ahead to stay with a touchdown reception and sealed the win with an interception. Whitman secured the No. 3 seed in the 4A West region and will travel to face No. 2 Gaithersburg at 7 p.m. on Nov. 12. The Vikings advanced to the playoffs for the second consecutive season, which is believed to be a first for the Whitman program, head coach Jim Kuhn said.

Whitman led 21-0 entering the fourth quarter, but Churchill came storming back. The Bulldogs scored a pair of touchdowns and had the ball deep in Vikings territory during the final minute before Flack intercepted Churchill quarterback Lansana Keita.

"I saw him looking over to my side of the field and I think there was a miscommunication between [the quarterback] and the receiver," Flack said. "I’m pretty sure the receiver ran a slant and [Keita] threw it up like he thought he was going to run a corner route. I just sat there and picked it off."

Whitman returned the majority of its offense after an 8-2 regular season in 2009 and entered 2010 with elevated expectations. Kuhn said after sneaking up on a few opponents last year, the Vikings expected to be near the top of the standings — a mentality adjustment that wasn’t easy.

"I felt like the kids were playing with a lot of pressure the all year, whether that was from me or whether that was just kind of self-imposed," Kuhn said. "How do you play when you’re on top and everybody’s trying to knock you off as opposed to when you’re trying to climb up there?"

Flack is one of the reasons Whitman finished 7-3 and returned to the postseason. The 6-foot-1, 205-pound receiver and defensive back is a difference-maker on each side of the ball. Against Churchill, he caught five passes for 48 yards and gave Whitman a 7-0 lead when he hauled in a 7-yard touchdown pass from quarterback Henry Kuhn. Flack recognized man coverage and decided to run a fade route to the back-left corner of the end zone, where he out-jumped the Churchill defensive back for the ball.

"I saw a mismatch," Henry Kuhn said. "Michael’s a big physical receiver. The corner, I felt, couldn’t handle him. I just threw it up and Michael made me look good."

For the season, Flack has 43 catches for 534 yards and four touchdowns. Defensively, he has five interceptions and recovered his first fumble against the Bulldogs.

Jim Kuhn expected the Vikings to win games in 2010 and the coach expected Flack to make plays.

"I expect him to make that catch in the end zone," Jim Kuhn said. "I expect that he’s going to go up on most any D-back and be able to catch that ball. … He’s just a gamer. He’s just a really [gutsy], smart player."

Running back Val Djidotor also had a big night for Whitman, rushing 20 times for 146 yards a touchdown.

"I thought Val ran the ball very well," Jim Kuhn said. "I thought [Churchill] really tried to pack the box and say ‘You’re not going to run the ball on us’ and we still did with a fair amount of success. He’s a hard-nosed runner."

The Vikings’ efforts overshadowed a strong performance from Churchill’s Keita, who accounted for 269 yards of offense and two touchdowns. A 21-point deficit and a strong Whitman defense forced Keita to throw more than usual. The junior completed 10 of 30 passes for 167 yards and a touchdown. He was intercepted twice. On the ground, Keita carried 16 times for 102 yards and a score. Keita had a hand in all but 47 yards of offense for the Bulldogs.

While Churchill’s season came to an end with a 5-5 record, Whitman assured it would keep playing, earning a rematch with a Gaithersburg (9-1) team that beat the Vikings 26-7 on Oct. 15.

"We haven’t put a complete game tougher," Henry Kuhn said. "That’s our goal for this upcoming week: put four quarters together against Gaithersburg to beat a very good team."

