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game-winning touchdown, passes
against Paint Branch. We definitely did
not know Terrance James/and DeAn-
dre Cooper would become, far and
away, the most prolific receiving pair
in the county.

The Barons went on a four-game
winning streak last yéar, but we were
skeptical they cug)d carry over the
momentum. An eight-win season is
well within reach/

Best player

To be clea}. this is not an MVP or
Player of the| Year award. This one
answers the cut-and-dry question:
Who is the best player in Montgomery
County?

1t's Stefon Diggs.

Itis sort of nfair to compare posi-
tions: even on this own team, junior
classmates Ryan Watson and Michael
Madaras are bigitime linemen with
the Division | offefs to prove it.

The skill positions stand out to the
casual observer, but Diggs
no matter who'does the
an exceptionally polish
and put up big numbers in passing
game in the season's first two weeks.
When first-team Ml-Gazenc\mnn ng.

t
do with carries.

h

games: 34 carries,
rds owns.

hools like the
Un ﬁ i have alread
offi holahips. He is special,
even by Good Counsel standards.

Most valuable

Our two front-runners were our
favorites before the season start
Neither has disappointed.

Deciding between (us Gong-

and Connor Frazier is like h_o;ﬁ
ing either food or water. Both are
essential for theirteams to win.

n doing just as he did a

only better, as the Rams are
on pace to host a playoff game for only
the second time in their school’s histo-
ry, and the second consecutive year.
Frazier has orchestrated two big
fourth-quarter rallies against division
rivals, and a state chaanionshi‘!) fig-
ures to hinge on his right arm an legs.

The Homets have more potential,
and would not be a contender without
their third-year starting quarterback.

But are astro-

He has 1,100 Y,
and his consistency has been unreal:
Only once has he put up less than 200
yards, a 192-yard effort against North-

year
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He has 17 touchdowns. Seventeen.  §'
If Frazier is raising a trophy at J|
M&T Bank Stadium in December, he
probably gets the nod. But ri
no player means more 0 a

an

Best game

Clarksburg vs. Quince Orchard
was arguably the game of the season
year ago, with the Cougars coming
from behind to win in overtime.

It has to settle for Game of the
Week this time.

The playoff implications are huge, |
as the two-loss Coyotes jump right |
back into the 3A West Region sweep-
stakes with a win in Gaithersburg,
Both teams have giants still left ony/
their schedule, though the hosts ha
both Seneca Valley and Sherw
while Clarksburg has one ©
Goliath in Damascus. -

As long as we are giving
Coyotes sophomore Niam Reed
be the newcomer of the year,
QO has some sophomore se
as well, including linebac/

Last year's matchup was decided
on the ground. QO ha€ the experience

edge with meb;:zmhy at quarter-
back, but Clarks needs this more.

rlgrmuzgtg@gmem-. net
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